Traumatic hematoma of the posterior fossa.
Posterior fossa injury is rare, occurring in less than 3 % of head injuries. We retrospectively reviewed patients' clinical and radiological findings, management, and outcomes. The aim of the present study was to investigate the features of posterior fossa hematoma, including posterior fossa epidural hematoma (EDH), posterior fossa subdural hematoma (SDH), and intracerebellar hematoma. From January 1995 to January 2009, 4,315 patients with head trauma were hospitalized at our institution. The -present study focused on 41 patients (1.0 %) with traumatic hematomas of the posterior fossa. Eighteen patients had EDH, 10 patients had SDH, and 17 patients had intracerebellar hematomas. In each type of injury, occipital bone fractures were seen in many patients, and hematoma enlargement was often observed within a few days of the injury. In addition, a high frequency of associated lesions and a high poor outcome rate were features of intracerebellar hematomas and -posterior fossa SDH. The present study suggests that repeat CT imaging and careful management are necessary until the lesion is stabilized, and patients showing lesions with mass effects should therefore be immediately treated with surgery.